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Fast Track to Success: the Sekayi Bracey Story 
Published: April 6, 2017 for the Grand Rapids Community Foundation 
URL: http://bit.ly/2saJkwz  
 
When East Kentwood native Sekayi Bracey was just 8 years old, her elementary gym teacher encouraged her to 
pursue running. 
 
“We had a field day,” Sekayi said. “(My teacher) realized how fast I was. He told my mother that I had a gift and I 
could go somewhere with it.”   
 
Eleven years later, she’s still running and can claim 10 individual state titles earned during her high school track 
career. Sekayi also earned a spot on the women’s track team, with a full-ride scholarship to Purdue University in 
Indiana. 
 
Not long after being discovered by her teacher, Sekayi began running competitively. In 2006, when she was 8 years 
old, Sekayi ranked third in her age group for the long jump and 200-yard dash in the state. 
 
Sekayi was highly involved with the Grand Rapids Track Club’s summer youth program. It was her mother, Yamaka 
Bracey, who founded the group “I was running alone until she started it,” Sekayi said. Describing her experience as 
“amazing.” 
 
“Honestly, it got me to where I’m at today,” she said. “(It helped me) accomplish the things I did in high school, like 
breaking records and becoming a state champion.” 
 
The Youth Grant Committee at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation awarded a grant to the track program 
that year and Sekayi was featured in our annual report for 2005-2006. 
 
She’s a college freshman with aspirations to work in forensics someday. Another one of her major goals is to 
compete in the 2020 Olympics. “That has been my dream since I was 8, so I really am seeking to fulfill that,” Sekayi 
said. 
 
At 5 foot 3 inches, she is on the shorter side for her events as a sprinter and jumper. She advises anyone who also 
wants to be a college athlete to “stay focused.” 
 
“Always take care of the little things, because the little things help build up to the major things in life,” Sekayi said. 
“Focus on keeping your grades good and when it’s hard, always just push through because you are going to have 
hard days sometimes.” 
 
Sekayi describes her running as “an escape.” Prior to each race, tries to “really visualize each jump I’m gonna do, 
before I go onto the track.” 
 
Her personal records include a 100m dash of 11.68 seconds, 200m of 23.61 seconds, 60m of 7.41 and a long jump 
at 19 feet, eight inches. 
 
Among these accomplishments, attending college is what she is most proud of. Sekayi said this is because her 
parents did not have the same opportunity as her. The family has five children, Sekayi is the oldest. Her siblings are 
all runners, too. “Which is crazy because none of our parents ran.” 
 
Growing up, her role model was Florence Griffith Joyner (Flo-Jo) who is considered to be the fastest woman of all 
time. Sekayi said that having the ability to inspire people, like Flo-Jo, makes her want to have an impact in the 
running world. “God got me to the place I am today, and he has blessed me with a gift,” she said. 
  

http://bit.ly/2saJkwz


 
March 10, 2017 

Hi Amy,  
 
The Grand Rapids Community Foundation recently awarded $119,000 in grants for summer 
camps in the West Michigan area. This money will go towards giving deserving students 
scholarships to attend camp.  
 
Now that 16 different camps have been given the grants, we would love to see more 
elementary and middle school aged students sign up for camp and apply for the scholarships. 
Each year, our goal is to support around 500 in the West Michigan area to attend camp.  
 
From surveying students we work with in our other foundation programs, your station is a top 
pick as one for these age groups to listen to. We would love to have our summer camp 
scholarship program discussed on your station during a weekday from 6 to 8:30 a.m. or 3 to 
5:30 p.m.  
 
These scholarships cover program fees and transportation to and from camp. They are for a 
variety of camps. Ranging from overnight programs to some that support campers with 
disabilities.  
 
Please see the attached press release for additional information. We are more than happy to 
answer any questions, or provide photos for social media posts. Information on the camps and 
their scholarships is at www.westmisummercamps.org.  
 
All young people should have the opportunity to experience summer camp, regardless of their 
financial situation. We want the information on our program reach as many students, and their 
parents, as possible.  
 
Looking forward to chatting with you further!  
 
Jacquelyn Zeman 
Social Media Intern 
printern@grfoundation.org 
616.443.1865 
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Media advisory for immediate use 
Contact: Jacquelyn Zeman, Social Media Intern 
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Sixteen West Michigan camps awarded $119,000 from 
Grand Rapids Community Foundation 
 
March 10, 2017 - Grand Rapids Community Foundation awarded 16 summer camps scholarships for primary and 
secondary students. A total of $119,000 was given to send around 500 to camp.  
 
“Summer camp provides a needed and important summer enrichment opportunity for students,” said Grand 
Rapids Community Foundation Education Program Officer Ruth Bishop. “It’s not just about academics. It’s about 
some of the experiences that camps provide that are not academic based.”  
 
A maximum of $10,000 for program costs and $5,000 for transportation are given out to each camp. Staff at the 
foundation selects which camps grants will toward each year. To be considered, the camp must fill out an 
application and have a high percent of campers from Kent County. They need to accept students from all faith 
backgrounds and must be accredited or working toward it.   
 
For the summer of 2017, the following camps have been provided with grants:  
 

- Boy Scouts 
- Camp Blodgett 
- Camp Henry 
- Camp Michawana 
- Camp Newaygo 
- Camp O’Malley 
- Camp Roger 
- Indian Trails Camp 
- Lincoln Lake Camp 
- Opportunities for the Blind 
- Camp Shout Out 
- Remembrance Ranch 
- SpringHill Camp 
- Camp Tall Turf 
- YMCA Camp Pendalouan 
- YMCA Camp Manitou-lin 

 
For a student to receive a scholarship, they first need to apply for the camp they would like to attend. Then they 
need to fill out additional forms to be considered for scholarship through them.  
 
“We enjoy a close relationship with the camps in the West Michigan area,” said Bishop. “We always hold a meeting 
for the camps in the fall to give them the chance to share ideas and learn what other camps are doing.”  
 
The grant program was established in 2002 with the goal to make the summer camp experience accessible to all, 
regardless of one’s financial situation. Since then, 14 to 20 camps have been awarded each year. Funding is made 
possible by the Mary I and David D. Hunting family fund at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation.  
 
For additional information on camp programs and scholarships, visit www.westmisummercamps.org.  

http://www.westmisummercamps.org/


Storyboard for ‘Happy Holidays from TheNewsMarket’  
Published: December 9, 2016 
Video URL: http://bit.ly/2h84q9G  

 

1 

 

VIDEO: OPEN WITH A SUPER SAYING ‘IF A CRAZY MEDIA 
AGENCY IN THE 60S’ WAS WELL AHEAD OF ITS TIME…’ THE 
STUFF REINDEER FALLS FROM THE WINDOW OF THE TNM 
OFFICE TO PERCY STREET IN SLOW-MO. THIS WILL BE SIMILAR 
TO THE INTRO TITLES IN ‘MAD MEN.’  

AUDIO:  
SFX: THE ‘MAD MEN’ THEME SONG PLAYED ON THE GUITAR 
BY FRANK.  

2 

 

VIDEO: MATT AS DON DRAPER WALKS INTO A FRAME AIMED 
AT PERCY STREET. HE COLLECTS THE REINDEER AND RINGS 
THE DOOR BELL TO THE OFFICE.  

AUDIO:  
SFX: THE THEME MUSIC CONTINUES. DOORBELL TO ENTER 
THE BUILDING.  

3 

 

VIDEO: INTRO ENDS WITH FRANK PLAYING THE GUITAR FROM 
THE BACK. ‘THENEWSMARKET’ SUPER APPEARS.  

AUDIO:  
SFX: THE THEME MUSIC CONCLUDES.   

4 

 

VIDEO: MATT AS DON DRAPER GETS OUT OF THE 
LIFT/ELEVATOR WITH THE REINDEER. HE HAS A QUICK 
CONVERSATION WITH JACQUELYN (HIS SECRETARY). MATT 
PICKS UP THE REINDEER AND THEN HEADS INTO THE 
BOARDROOM. JACQUELYN TAKES AND HANGS HIS COAT.  

AUDIO:  
SFX: SCRAPING AGAINST THE WOOD FLOOR AS MATT WALKS 
ACROSS THE ROOM.  
JACQUELYN: Good morning Mr. Thomson … how are you?  
MATT: Very good Jacquelyn, how are you?  
JACQUELYN: Good, how was your weekend?  
MATT: It was fine, thank you. How was yours?  
JACQUELYN: Very good. The meeting you called this last week, 
everyone is waiting for you in the boardroom. So you can go 
right on over there whenever you are ready.  
MATT: Great. Thank you very much, Jacquelyn.  
JACQUELYN: Of course.  

5 

 

VIDEO:  
MATT SETS THE REINDEER ON THE BOOKSHELF AS HE ENTERS 
THE BOARDROOM. PEOPLE ARE DRINKING AND SMOKING AS 
THE REAC T TO HIM.  

AUDIO:  
MATT: Good morning everyone!  
ALL: Good morning! … Hello! … Hi Matt! … etc.  
MATT: We have a new client.  

http://bit.ly/2h84q9G


ALL: Ahh.  
FRANK: That explains it then.  
CLAUDIA: Tell us more.  

6 

 

VIDEO:  
MATT WALKS TO THE FRONT OF THE BOARDROOM AND 
TURNS ON THE TELEVISION. ALL STAFF MEMBERS CONTINUE 
TO DRINK AND SMOKE.  

AUDIO:  
MATT: Santa has got a bad reputation.  
EMMIE: Oh yeah. Hes a mess and a half, that Santa.  
MATT: Did anyone see Santa on the news last night?  
ALL: Yes.  
MATT: Lets have a look.  
REPORTER (FRANK VO): Mr. Santa Claus, resident of the North 
Pole was detained for driving while intoxicated.  
SANTA: Its snowing tonight!  
REPORTER (FRANK VO): He was stopped late last night in a 
suburb of London while he said he had lost his sleigh and 
reindeer under suspicious circumstances.  

7 

 

VIDEO: MATT TURNS BACK TO THE BOARD WITH THE 
DRAWING OF SANTA ON IT.  

AUDIO:  
SFX: FLIPPING THE SCROLL OF PAPER.  
MATT: So we need to change Santa’s image to something 
good. (pause) Who’s got any ideas?  

8 

 

VIDEO: MATT CONTINUES TO GESTURE AT THE PICTURE OF 
SANTA. HE WALKS TOWARD THE STAFF SITTING AT THE 
TABLE. CAMERA FOCUSES ON EACH PERSON AS THEY TALK.  

AUDIO:  
FRANK: Remember, if you don’t like what’s being said, just 
change the conversation.  

9 

 

VIDEO: CAMERA FOCUSES ON EACH PERSON AS THEY TALK.  

AUDIO:  
JULIA: Well, we definitely need to get media involved. We 
need journalists to talk about him.  
CONOR: We need influencers to talk about him.  
DELANO: Yeah, that’s right!  
YANYE: And also the thing called ‘Internet’ to talk about him.  

10 

 

VIDEO: CAMERA FOCUSES ON EACH PERSON AS THEY TALK 
AND THEN OPPOSITE OF EVERYONE FOR THE FINAL LINES.  
 

AUDIO:  
SFX: MAD MEN THEME SONG PLAYS AGAIN.  
LUCA: Hey guys, I heard of this new thing called Facebook. 
Where people can connect and communicate. Maybe it will 
give Santa some attention.  
CLAUDIA: Uhh, its just a thing for college kids. I don’t think its 
going to work. I think we need our own platform.  



DELANO: Team … think about a place where we can create our 
own content. And share news about Santa. Like a newsroom. 
But on the Internet.  
EMMIE: An online newsroom!  
MATT: We’ve got it!  
ALL: Yes! … Yeah! …etc.  

11 

 

VIDEO: CLIPS OF EACH OFFICE – SAN FRANCISCO, NEW YORK, 
LONDON AND INDIA SAYING ‘HAPPY HOLIDAYS.’ 

AUDIO:  
SFX: ‘SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN’ PLAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE ENDING CREDITS.  

12 

 

VIDEO: CLIPS OF THE “SANTA NEWSROOM” AND CREDITS TO 
STAFF MEMBERS WHO HELPED PUT THE VIDEO TOGETHER: 
FRANK, JACQUELYN AND CLAUDIA.  

AUDIO:  
SFX: ‘SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN’ CONTINUES TO 
PLAY.  

13 

 

VIDEO: SUPER WITH “HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
THENEWSMARKET.”  

AUDIO:  
SFX: THE MUSIC FADES.  

 



People in the U.K. react to the U.S. Presidential Election:  
Published: Nov. 9, 2016 for News Central 34 
URL for final video: http://bit.ly/2rUPRaI  
 
JACQUELYN VO:  
LIKE EVERYONE IN THE UNITED STATES, THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM ARE EAGERLY AWAITING TO FIND 
OUT WHO THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES WILL BE.  
U.S. CITIZENS LIVING IN THE U.K. HAVE THE OPTION TO VOTE ABSENTEE … BUT SOME HAVE DECIDED TO NOT 
VOTE - DUE TO OPTIONS ON THE BALLOT FOR THIS ELECTION CYCLE.  
ELAINA TERRY, STUDENT FROM JOHNASON AND WALES COLLEGE IN RHODE ISLAND IS AN AMERICAN STUDENT 
STUDYING THIS SEMESTER IN THE U.K.  
TERRY HAS DECIDED THAT SHE WILL NOT BE VOTING.  
 
<Elaina Terry, Johnson & Wales University>:  
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING WHEN I FOUND OUT THAT DONALD TRUMP WAS EVEN PART OF THE ELECTION AT 
ALL, UM I KIND OF SAW IT AS A HUGE JOKE AND I DIDN’T REALLY TAKE IT SERIOUSLY. UH AND THEN I MEAN 
OBVIOUSLY HILLARY CLINTON, SHE'S NO BETTER. BUT SHE'S NOT AS TERRIBLE. AND I DIDN'T REALLY SEE HER AS A 
JOKE AS MUCH AS I SAW HIM AS A JOKE.  
IT'S REALLY EMBARRASSING TO BE HERE AS AN AMERICAN AND LIKE THE FIRST THING THAT PEOPLE WANT TO 
KNOW IS WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR, CLINTON OR TRUMP. AND ITS LIKE NEITHER.  
 
JACQUELYN VO:  
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS FROM THE U.K. HAVE DEVELOPED OPINIONS OF THEIR OWN ABOUT THE CANDIDATES …. 
FOLLOWING THE ELECTION CYCLE PRIMARILY THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA.  
 
<Jonathan Bell, University of Westminster>  
I’M SURPRISED DONALD TRUMP GOT THIS FAR. ONE, BECAUSE I THOUGHT HE WAS JUST RUNNING AS A JOKE. I 
THINK MICHELLE OBAMA - IS THAT HER NAME? SHE SHOULD RUN NEXT.  
 
JACQUELYN VO:  
ACCORDING TO MADELINE GRANT … FORMER SPEECHWRITER FOR THE HOUSE OF COMMONS… THERE IS A MUCH 
LARGER INTEREST AMONG THE BRITISH IN THIS PARTICULAR ELECTION IN THE STATES … THAN THERE HAS BEEN IN 
PAST PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS.  
 
<Madeline Grant, Institute of Economic Affairs - London>  
THE WAY THAT ITS FRAMED TO US, IS HILLARY CLINTON IS THIS VERY CAPABLE FEMALE, UH WOULD BE PRESIDENT 
AND DONALD TRUMP IS THIS ANGRY MISOGYNIST. AND ITS A BATTLE OF THOSE TWO EXTREMES.  
PRETTY MUCH EVERYONE I KNOW, I DON’T THINK I KNOW A SINGLE PERSON WHO WOULD SUPPORT TRUMP. 
EVEN PEOPLE WHO ARE IN CONSERVATIVE, RIGHT WING CIRCLES.  
WE LOOK AT REPUBLICANS IN MANY CASES AND THINK, OH, ACTUALLY THATS QUITE - THATS QUITE FAR RIGHT. 
THATS - THATS FURTHER THAN WE WOULD GO IN THIS COUNTRY.  
 
<Jacquelyn Zeman, News Central 34>  
JUST LIKE AMERICANS, EVERYONE FROM ACROSS THE POND IS EAGERLY AWAITING THE RESULTS OF THE U.S. 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.  
IN LONDON … JACQUELYN ZEMAN … NEWS CENTRAL THIRTY-FOUR. 
 
  

http://bit.ly/2rUPRaI


Intern takeover at PromaxBDA UK ‘The New Normal’ Conference 
Published Nov. 8, 2016 for TheNewsMarket / Definition 6 
URL: http://bit.ly/2fI499U  
Co-written with fellow intern, Emmie Thomas 
 
The New Normal. Changing the way you think. These were some of the taglines used to promote the 2016 
PromaxBDA UK conference. This is why we were extremely excited to be given the opportunity to attend the 
conference on behalf of TheNewsMarket, silver partner and provider of the official online newsroom for the event. 
 
The PromaxBDA UK conference is an annual event to celebrate, promote and highlight marketing and creative in 
the television industry. Some of the people behind this year’s conference were Marc Ortmans and Definition 6’s 
own Frank Radice – so we had heard about the event for a while! 
 
So … who are we, the interns of TheNewsMarket? 
 
Emmie Thomas is a student at Stockholm University, Sweden. She is doing an internship in marketing at 
TheNewsMarket as part of her Master’s degree in Consumer and Business Marketing. 
 
Jacquelyn Zeman studies Public Relations and Advertising at Central Michigan University in the United States. She 
is from Grand Rapids, Michigan and works in media relations at TheNewsMarket. 
 
What were our best experiences from the event? 
 
Emmie: 
 
As a marketing student, getting insight into how professionals actually do marketing and creative is always of great 
value. The conference brought together speakers from companies like Amazon, Facebook, VICELAND and 
Primesight, as well as digital illusionists and the incredibly inspiring keynote speaker Ade Adepitan. 
 
One of the main takeaways from the day was the importance for brands to create opportunities for consumers to 
engage with them. This was mentioned in the keynote conversation ‘’A view from the top’’ with Marco Giusti 
(NBCUniversal International), James Walker (Channel 4), Rafaela Perera (BBC Worldwide) and Mark Browning (ITN 
Productions). Consumers value real-time, 2 way conversations with brands. This is one of the great things about 
social media – it allows brands to both engage with audiences, and also have and continue a conversation with 
them long after something has been aired or released. Real-time and instant access are things that millennials 
value, and brands have to meet this demand regardless of how challenging it may be to ‘’feed the beast’’ with 
content. 
 
The talks at the conference were not only about business, there were also some very personal and touching talks 
during the day. Hearing about type designer Seb Lester fulfilling his dream of creating a logo for NASA was such a 
feelgood moment, and Ade Adepitan – what a man! On a personal level, those talks really taught me to stay 
ambitious and never give up on your goals and dreams. 
 
Jacquelyn: 
 
One of the major highlights for me was being able to try all the virtual reality simulations that were available. Prior 
to that day, I had never tried VR. My specialization that I study is in broadcasting, and my most important 
takeaway was learning how VR will change the way we consume media. 
 
Some of the companies that were represented included Laduma, Samsung with the 360 degree camera and the Tilt 
Brush by Google. 
 

http://bit.ly/2fI499U


The Tilt Brush was shown as a demonstration on stage to the audience during the conference. The equipment 
allows you to of during which lets you paint in a 3D space, turning your room into your canvas. It was made very 
clear from seeing this, as well as the other demonstrations that it will be making progress fast. 
 
VR will change how we watch television and movies, interact on social media, and how advertising is created in the 
future. During the conference it was made clear from many speakers that VR will be the new normal for the kids of 
today, and it is something everyone will have to adapt to. 
 
The PromaxBDA UK conference showed us that the media industry is changing, and quite quickly as well. Even 
though the developments in technology and distribution will change how a lot of companies and organisations 
want to present themselves, the ultimate idea is to do what is best for your brand – because there is no one size 
fits all. 
 
 
 



 
 

Product Review Highlights from FCA US LLC 

July 21, 2016 

 

Product Review Highlights is a digest of significant news about FCA US LLC from print, 

electronic and online media. It is to be used only by employees of FCA US and its dealers 

and is not for circulation, distribution or publication to external audiences. 

Today’s highlights include these reports: 

 2017 Chrysler Pacifica 

 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Classica - more quiet, less riot 

 2016 Ram 1500 Rebel – bold, cool, capable family truck 

 

 2017 Chrysler Pacifica, JD Power, July 18 

o Chrysler has packed in just about everything your clan might need or want for road trips 

both short and long into the 2017 Chrysler Pacifica, JD Power said. Highlights include 

significant upgrades in the areas of driving dynamics, technology, safety, and utility - the 

new Pacifica is actually stylish, too, the article said. On the freeway, it proves 

reassuringly resolute on-center, making the Pacifica feel solid and stable; with just the 

driver aboard, the van feels light, lively, and athletic; add people and cargo and the van 

adopts a smoother yet beautifully controlled ride, the article said. Driving the Pacifica is a 

joy in the city, the suburbs, and out on the open road, JD Power said. Its powerful engine 

also makes merging into traffic a worry-free endeavor, and the Pacifica can zip through 

traffic and around corners with ease. 

 

 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Classica - more quiet, less riot, Motor Trend, July 20 

o Japanese bones with an Italian heart - that pretty much sums up the 2017 Fiat 124 

Spider, Motor Trend said, noting that the 124 Spider is distinct from the Miata, from its 

styling and what’s beneath the hood. Where the Fiat excels is out on the highway: The 

engine is spinning in the strong part of its powerband, which makes passing and darting 

through traffic a breeze, the article said. With the Classica, satisfaction comes from 

cruising in a reasonably priced roadster with the top down at an easy breezy pace, Motor 

Trend said. 

 

 2016 Ram 1500 Rebel – bold, cool, capable family truck, LifeIsPoppin.com, July 14  

o The Ram 1500 Rebel stands out by offering more than the others - more ground 

clearance, more power, more exhaust pipes, more badging, and more attitude, 

LifeIsPoppin.com said. Driving the Rebel is a hoot: On the road, the Rebel is mighty 

smooth, comfortable and powerful with or without a trailer, the article said. The off-road 

prowess, its many tech features, and the interior and exterior touches grant it its super-

cool truck status, the article said. The variety of cargo features allow it to adjust to your 

needs, the small and large storage compartments help carry everything you need, and 



the seating and cargo combinations are endless, the article said. If you want a cool, 

capable, and family-friendly truck that can handle whatever nature and kids throw at it, 

the 2016 Ram 1500 Rebel is the truck you need, LifeIsPoppin.com said. 

 

Other articles of interest: 

 

 How Jeep's WW II-themed Wrangler was built, Road & Track, July 19 

 

http://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/future-cars/news/a30030/jeep-75th-anniversary-wrangler-timelapse/


The Scoop of the Week 

June 24-July 1, 2016 Full stories are available online at scoop.chrysler.com 

To keep up on the company's latest news and information, make The Scoop your default home page. From The Scoop home page 
(Scoop.chrysler.com), click on the house icon dropdown menu, click on “Add or Change Home Page,” then click on the top circle and “Yes.” 

 

In just its third month on the market, sales of the all-new Chrysler Pacifica minivan hit 7,207 units in the United States last month. 

All-new Pacifica helps power June sales gain 
July 1—FCA US reported U.S. sales of 197,073 units, a 7 per-
cent increase compared with sales in June 2015 (185,035 
units), and the company’s best June sales in 11 years. 

The Jeep®, Dodge and Ram Truck brands each posted 
year-over-year sales gains in June compared with the same 
month a year ago. The Jeep brand’s 17 percent increase was 
the brand’s best June sales ever, while Ram achieved its best 
June sales in a decade. 

“Strong Jeep and Ram Truck brand sales fueled our best 
June sales in 11 years,” Reid Bigland, Senior Vice President–
Sales, FCA–North America, said. “In spite of some severe 
stock market volatility in June, the American consumer 

stayed focusedon buying new vehicles and propelled FCA to 
six vehicle sales records last month.” 

Four of six sales records in June were set by Jeep brand 
models. The Jeep Wrangler, Jeep Patriot, Jeep Compass and 
Jeep Renegade each posted their best June sales ever. 

Sales of the Fiat 500X were up significantly in June com-
pared with the same month a year ago, and the Ram Pro-
Master City van recorded its best June sales ever.   

The all-new 2017 Chrysler Pacifica continued to gain mo-
mentum in the marketplace. In its third month on sale, the 
Pacifica minivan posted sales of 7,207 units, up significantly 
from its sales in the previous month of May.  

Photo contest website opens 
June 30—The 2017 FCA US Em-
ployee Calendar Photo Contest 
website is now open to accept 
entries. 

This year’s photo contest 
theme, “Driving My Dream,” is 
intended to let employees 
(including interns) and contrac-
tors show what they consider to 
be their “dream” FCA US vehi-
cle—past or present. Entries can feature a vehicle the em-
ployee currently owns, owned in the past or would like to 
own in the future. Links to the website can be found on The 
Scoop and on Dashboard Anywhere.  

Viper special editions sell out 
June 30—Dodge Viper cars certainly do go fast, both literally 
and figuratively. After first going on sale June 24, 206 special
-edition Dodge Viper cars designed with exclusive content 
to celebrate the 25th anniversary and final year of Viper  
production are totally sold out. Leading the selling spree  
was the new 1:28 Edition ACR; all 28 units sold out in just 
40 minutes.  



Scoop of the Week is a service of FCA US Internal Communications. It contains a summary of news from FCA for the past week. F or an expanded version of the 
week's news, visit The Scoop at scoop.chrysler.com. Email scoop@chrysler.com with any comments. Please recycle this copy resp onsibly. 
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Powertrain gets its first WCT audit 

June 28—The World Class Technology (WCT) team has wel-
comed a new member to their family—the Powertrain or-
ganization. The team held is first-ever audit June 8-9 at the 
Trenton (Mich.) Engine Plant. The Powertrain team re-
ceived 17 of the 20 points requested, tying them with the 
Assembly group for their overall score. The audit was con-
ducted by Mauro Bosio of the EMEA Region–Manufacturing 
Engineering and World Class Technology. 

WCT, created by a global cross-functional FCA team in 
2015, leverages the best practices of World Class Manufac-
turing (WCM) with focus on the daily operation of the Man-
ufacturing Engineering (ME) organization. Similar to WCM, 
the foundation of WCT is structured in a pillar format, with 
10 technical and 10 managerial pillars.  

Capps gives Mopar 7th win 

June 27—The fourth consecutive weekend of NHRA compe-
tition concluded with the Mopar Dodge Charger R/T funny 
car pilot Ron Capps proving that the HEMI® under the hood 
was up for any challenge as he beat the heat and padded his 
points lead with a final-round defeat of Courtney Force. 

The 10th annual NHRA Nationals in Norwalk, Ohio, 
closed out what will likely be the toughest stretch of races 
the Mello Yello series drivers will tackle this summer. Capps 
now has wheeled HEMI power to four wins in five final 
rounds in the 2016 season. Three of his wins came in the 
past four weeks as he won Epping, N.H., and Englishtown, 
N.J., on back-to-back weekends, recorded a semifinals finish 
in Bristol, Tenn., the following week and came to Norwalk 
just a few days later to snatch more hardware. 

Employees collect 70,000 diapers 

June 28—In an effort to combat the diaper disparity among 
families in the United States, the Procurement and Supplier 
Quality employees at the Auburn Hills Complex donated 
70,787 diapers to Care House of Oakland County. 

The retail value for the diapers exceeded $15,000. The 
effort will benefit the Pontiac, Mich.-based Care House’s 
Early Head Start program—the organization’s child abuse 
prevention program. The program aims to improve the 
chances of safe, early childhood development through  
regular contact, support and education for families who 
meet certain at-risk factors. 

Dodge brings drag racing to Pontiac 

June 23—“Flashlight” 
drag racing is back, but 
this time it’s on Wood-
ward Avenue in subur-
ban Detroit … and 
it’s legal. 

Registration is now 
open for the much an-
ticipated Michigan re-
turn of the “Roadkill 
Nights Powered by 
Dodge,” TEN: The En-
thusiast Network’s 
popular drag racing 
event and car festival, which drew more than 10,000 per-
formance enthusiasts to its inaugural event last year. 

This year’s event, taking place on Aug. 19, is bigger and 
better, with a new, larger location at the M1 Concourse in 
Pontiac, Mich., a cash purse totaling $19,000 and legal 
street drag racing on Woodward Avenue. Leading the races 
will be David Freiburger and Mike Finnegan, co-hosts of 
“Roadkill,” the most-viewed YouTube automotive original 
series in the world. 



Far from home: International students adjust to Mount Pleasant summers 
Published: July 15, 2015 for Central Michigan LIFE 
URL: http://bit.ly/1Lb2eU3  
 
Like many students taking summer classes, Shaminul Shakib splits his time between going home and staying on 
campus. 
 
But for Shakib, traveling home is a much farther trip, as he is from Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
 
“I am doing classes and working right now,” said the 23-year-old economics major. “I have family in Michigan.” 
 
International students may choose to stay on campus during the summer because they want to finish their 
programs as soon as possible, but also because flights to get home may be very expensive, said Megan Hofer, 
International Student Adviser. 
 
"They want to have the opportunity to travel around the state or country since summer courses are not required,” 
Hofer said. “The OIA (Office of International Affairs) provides a couple of trips each summer that international 
students can join.” 
 
This year they have taken students to a Great Lakes Loons baseball game, to Silver Lake for Mac Wood’s Dune 
Rides, and to the beach in Pentwater. In August, Hofer said students will have the opportunity to stay in Mackinac 
City for the night. 
 
“We really want to make sure they have the opportunity to see the beautiful places we have in Michigan that are 
only a couple of hours away," she said.  
 
This summer, Shakib celebrated the Fourth of July with friends for the first time. 
 
“Me and my friends went to the fireworks,” Shakib said. “It was amazing. This was the first time I actually 
celebrated it. Michigan is really nice in the summer.” 
 
During the week, Shakib hangs out with friends who are also staying on campus during the summer and he also 
works in the Office of International Student Affairs. Some weekends he visits his sister at Michigan State 
University, as he admits to missing having his family close by. 
 
“It takes a while to fit in,” Shakib said. “When you have your parents around you have a sense of protection. Back 
home even if we go to college we still (live at) home. The part I miss is having my parents around me.” 
 
Omer Aldossiry, of Riaidh, Saudi Arabia, is pursuing a degree in construction management. Aldossiry chooses to 
stay in Michigan every summer for classes, and because it is easier to stay in Mount Pleasant than risk having his 
visa expire if he goes home for an extent of time. 
 
“I have heard stories of a lot of students having one or two semesters left to go, and they did not get it (the visa),” 
Aldossiry said. “The risk is just not worth taking. I want to continue my study and not lose my future.” 
 
Aldossiry, 24, takes extra classes in the summer, and he enjoys picking up other languages by watching TV shows 
from other countries in his spare time. He is currently trying to master Japanese.  
 
“If you have a passion for it, that is the main reason to learn it,” Aldossiry said. “American friends are not 
interested in learning a new language. They say it is too late--they always make excuses. If you want it, you will get 
it.” 

http://bit.ly/1Lb2eU3


 
Duha Hamed, of Amman, Jordan, came to CMU in order to pursue her Ph.D in mathematics. The 32-year-old 
previously attended the University of Jordan for both her master’s and bachelor’s degrees. 
 
“I had a dream to finish my Ph.D.,” said Hamed.  
 
Hamed’s husband Ehab is a pharmacist. The two have been married for 10 years, and they live in Mount Pleasant 
with their 7-year-old twin boys, Osama and Samir. 
 
She likes being at CMU because Hamed never thought after having kids she was going to be able to continue her 
education. 
 
“Life changed. I had this opportunity,” Hamed said. “Coming here being an exchange student, being a wife, being a 
mother in a new environment is not an easy adjustment.” 
 
After having some bad days, Hamed said she has grown to love Mount Pleasant, describing her relationship with 
the city as a “love story.” 
 
"We love summer, because summer for us means gardening,” Hamed said. “We go to the library downtown. It’s a 
quiet place. (The) kids enjoy being connected to the nature. A city is just traffic, noise, speedy life. Here I am trying 
to teach them just to enjoy the nature.” 
 
Hamed and her family are involved with members of the Muslim community in Mount Pleasant. They meet at the 
Islamic Center almost everyday during Ramadan. 
 
We just feel at home,” Hamed said. “Sometimes you miss being with a lot of people from your culture. Everything 
is available here, but you still miss some of the things such as the foods.” 
 
For more information on the programs offered at CMU for international students, visit www.bit.ly/1K7JeZ0. 
 
  

http://www.bit.ly/1K7JeZ0


GRCC to propose tiered tuition in culinary, nursing and dental programs to bring in $850,000 
Published: Jan. 28, 2015 for the GRCC Collegiate 
URL: http://bit.ly/2sa3PK0  
 
The cost to study culinary arts, nursing and dental at Grand Rapids Community College is expected to increase next 
fall, as college administrators say they plan to implement a new tiered tuition system. 
 
The plan, which was recommended by an ad-hoc budget committee appointed by GRCC President Steven Ender, 
includes a recommendation for tuition that, if implemented, would bring in an estimated $850,000 of additional 
revenue during the 2015-16 academic year. There are many other recommendations included in the proposed 
changes that would either increase revenue or reduce expenses. 
 
Lisa Freiburger, GRCC’s Vice President for Finance and Administration said students currently in the program would 
be grandfathered in, and any new students would have the tiered tuition applied to their tuition. 
 
“Our thought behind our recommendation was we looked at the highest cost programs on campus,” Freiburger 
said. “We are not trying to make them balanced, we are not trying to make revenue in line with expense 
exactly…because we know there are program needs. We want to have programs thrive…we are targeting to look at 
those highest cost programs and make them a bit more in line with the others.” 
 
The culinary and dental programs would be increasing from $106 per credit hour, which is what every GRCC 
student currently pays for each credit, regardless of the class, to $140 per credit hour. The nursing program would 
be increasing to $178 per credit hour. 
 
Kara Faasen, 21, of Grand Rapids has been a culinary student at GRCC for the past year. Faasen believes that tiered 
tuition plan is a good idea, given the opportunities the program offers. 
 
“I think it’s great they’re raising the tuition just for the program’s sake,” Faasen said. “The school provides so much 
for students, very costly supplies for a minimal price. For the students they might feel shafted but with higher 
tuition it might also mean new opportunities for those students. Also the culinary program provides plenty of 
scholarship opportunities if a student is struggling financially.” 
 
GRCC culinary program director, Dan Gendler, has been a faculty member at the college since 2004 and says he 
does not think raising the prices of the culinary program will effect the enrollment in the program, given that price 
will still be significantly more affordable than other culinary programs. 
 
“There is a fine balance between offering a value in college education and being fiscally responsible,” Gendler said. 
“Its no secret that there are programs that are very expensive at any college…we are in the top 20 culinary colleges 
in the nation. Our peers are charging $60,000 to $80,000 sometimes for the same degree.” 
 
The nursing program at GRCC will have the most significant change in overall tuition price, as the proposed 
increase would raise it $72 per credit hour. 
 
Desiree Jackson, 25 of Grand Rapids said she did not think it would be a good idea to raise the price of the 
program, given how many additional fees the students in the program must pay. 
 
“I feel that a lot of people will seek education elsewhere if they up the tuition because a reason that a lot of people 
do come to (GR)CC is the cost is not as high as other colleges can be,” Jackson said. “A lot of students will probably 
say ‘the heck with college.’ They probably won’t even fulfill their degree because they can’t afford it.” 
 
Michelle Richter, director of the nursing department at GRCC said students will have additional expenses 
throughout their time in the program. 

http://bit.ly/2sa3PK0


 
“I believe that a significant change without thoughtful consideration to those in the program and on our list will 
have an impact,” Richter said. “Consideration needs to be taken into account to enable students to adequately 
plan and budget for any type of tuition hike, but especially one that would be an increase significantly above the 
current costs.” 
 
Amy Ryke, 21, of Grand Rapids has been in the dental program at GRCC since this past fall and isn’t sure about the 
tiered system. 
 
“I know our materials are more expensive,” Ryke said. “There is a lot more involved with expenses and our clinic…I 
am not sure if it is fair.” 
 
Mike Campo, a professor from the GRCC dental program for the past 22 years said that he feels students in the 
program will understand the reason behind the tuition increase. 
 
“With the tuition increase that seems to be coming, I feel bad that our students are going to be hurt by that, and 
they are going to have to end up paying more,” Campo said. “On the other hand, I realize, and I think they realize 
that when they do graduate they will end up in a fairly high paying job and at the end of the day, it will have been 
worth it.” 
 
Ender said that he does think there needs to be a difference in cost between these programs and regular classes at 
GRCC. 
 
“I will clearly be advocating with the board to pass tuition rates that would be a differential rate for those three 
high cost programs,” Ender said. “That is something I think we need to do. I think we have to realize that some 
programs are much more expensive than others.” 
 
Although the ad-hoc budget committee has proposed the idea of tiered tuition and Ender has approved it, the plan 
cannot be implemented until the board of trustees approves it. 
 
The proposal will go before the board of trustees at 4:15 p.m. during the March 16 meeting in the board chambers 
room on the fifth floor of the Main Building. 
 
  



GRCC to the Bench: Sara Smolenski celebrates 25 years as District Court judge 
Published: Dec. 19, 2014 for the GRCC Collegiate 
URL: http://bit.ly/1zNL9da  
 
When Sara Smolenski enrolled at Grand Rapids Junior College in the fall of 1975, she arrived on campus with a 
plan. 
 
Smolenski decided in fourth grade she wanted to pursue a career in law when she would volunteer to read aloud 
in class for her shy friends who dreaded being called on. 
 
“I think what sparked that interest was I have always had a knack for wanting to be able to speak for people who 
could not speak for themselves,” Smolenski said. “I was never a shy child…I was always outgoing and much of an 
extrovert. I felt called to be an advocate of others…and that to me was being a lawyer.” 
 
A Grand Rapids native, Smolenski, 57, will soon be celebrating her 25th year as the 63rd District Court judge and 
credits her time at GRJC, now Grand Rapids Community College, with helping her along on the path to success. 
 
Smolenski grew up in a family of 10 children and was introduced to the legal profession by her father and brother 
who started as lawyers and went on to serve as judges. Her father, J. Robert Smolenski was judge for the 61st 
District Court, and her brother Michael R. Smolenski ended up as judge for Michigan’s Court of Appeals. 
 
“I will not be done until I am done with law school,” Smolenski said about her college plan. “So as a result, in 1982 I 
was through with law school, and I was 24 years old,” 
 
Smolenski attended Grand Rapids Catholic Central, and graduated in 1975. She knew she wanted to go to the 
University of Michigan eventually. Two years at GRJC was a natural stepping-stone and provided her the 
opportunity to play college sports. 
 
“Intercollegiate athletics was really a wonderful experience for me in both women’s basketball and softball,” 
Smolenski said. “The coaches were such wonderful people. They gave you an idea that you could believe in 
yourself, and the aspirations that you had became a real possibility.” 
 
Marcia Tiesinga, Smolenski’s coach for basketball and softball, enjoyed Smolenski’s presence on her teams. 
 
“Sara was a joy to have as a player,” Tiesinga said. “She was an exciting player, and she had a lot of pep, as she still 
does now…she made practices a lot of fun for everyone because she had a great sense of humor.” 
 
Joyce Buckley, Smolenski’s assistant coach for basketball and softball said she had a great work ethic. 
 
“She was not fooling around,” Buckley said. “When she was at practice, she was at practice. She always was 
assisting her teammates, and she knew when to put the spotlight on them.” 
 
Smolenski graduated from GRJC in 1977 and is proud to be an alumna. 
 
“They used to say going to GRJC is like going to a bigger high school, you get that stigma,” Smolenski said. “It is like 
so many stigmas. It is based on ignorance…GRCC will prepare you for any occupation you choose to endeavor.  
 
Grand Rapids Community College helped me become the person that I am today…I think that students that say 
that, it’s a cop out. Because you are measured against students from any other four-year institution, and GRCC 
measures right up there.” 
 

http://bit.ly/1zNL9da


Smolenski said GRJC prepared for her studies at U of M, and that her biggest challenge with the transition there 
was dealing with homesickness. 
 
“I was a real homebody,” Smolenski said. “When you are one of 10 kids, home was really the place. I was homesick 
even as a junior in college moving to Ann Arbor. It took me a while to adjust.” 
 
Smolenski knew she always wanted to go into law, so continuing her education was a natural pattern for her. She 
enrolled at Thomas M. Cooley Law School after graduating from U of M in 1979. 
 
“It was a challenge because I had never been in school where you studied so much,” Smolenski said. “(In) law 
school I studied more than I had ever studied anywhere.” 
 
She graduated from law school in 1982 and went on to work for her brother’s law firm, a private practice in the 
Alger Heights area called Smolenski and Quinn. Smolenski worked there for about a year, before she went to work 
at the Grand Rapids City Attorney’s office for three years. 
 
“I worked there because you could go against attorneys who had been out for years,” Smolenski said. “You really 
learned a lot, going against people who had been doing things for years, with far more experience.” 
 
She went on to work for Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge where she did civil and criminal defense work until leaving 
to run for office in 1990. 
 
“I really always knew I wanted to be a judge at some point, but you never really know when you can run for judge,” 
Smolenski said. “The judge that had been here before me was retiring after 35 years, that pretty much made it 
clear to me that I better try to take this shot, or you never know. I was 32 years old, the only female, the youngest 
candidate, and probably the least experienced. But I knew I believed in myself. I knew I could do the job, if given 
the opportunity.” 
 
Smolenski ran for office against four men. She came in second in the primary and won the general election in 
November of 1990. She started her new job as judge in January of 1991. 
 
At the same time Smolenski ran for office, her brother, who had been a district court judge in Grand Rapids, ran for 
the circuit court judge. Both siblings were on the ballot at the same time, and were elected. 
 
Smolenski said being a female in a male dominated field has proven challenging at times. 
 
“I don’t think there are going to be any women around that started back when I did that wouldn’t say there is 
some discrimination that they have experienced,” Smolenski said. “I can remember one time I was mistaken for 
the court reporter when I went to take a deposition at a law firm. You might not say that’s discrimination, but it 
shows people’s ignorance, that they don’t recognize that a woman would be a lawyer.” 
 
Smolenski thinks there is no question that more diversity is needed on the bench. 
 
“I was not the first woman judge in Kent County,” Smolenski said. “There were a few before me. But even now, we 
are underrepresented. It is getting better, but it is not where it should be…I have not suffered the discrimination 
that some friends have suffered…being treated poorly, or harassment in the workplace.” 
 
Even though working in a court is not always a fun job, Smolenski does her best to make sure people feel like they 
have been treated fairly, and they understand their situation fully in her court. 
 
“I really think at the district court level you are really on…the front line,” she said. “You are talking to people who 
have never been to court before, they are intimidated, they are nervous. It’s not always a happy place to be. 
Sometimes they don’t want to be here, it’s not like going to Disneyland. 



 
“I really strive on treating everyone with respect and courtesy, and make sure that they feel like they understood 
what had occurred, even if they don’t agree with your decision. 
 
“We are a little bit like the umpires,” she said. “You’ve got to apply the law to the facts…I like people leaving my 
courtroom to know what just happened.” 
 
Smolenski likes to stay involved with the local community. 
 
“Part of our code of ethics is that we give back to our community,” Smolenski said. “While we are no different than 
anyone else really, I think it is our responsibility for us (as judges) to go into the community, and educate people on 
the court. What do judges do? What is the court about? What do the different courts do?” 
 
Debra Bailey, GRCC board of trustees member, has had the opportunity to work with Smolenski on community 
events for the college. 
 
“Judge Smolenski has not only been an outstanding professional woman role in her professional achievements,” 
Bailey said “But she has also modeled a deep commitment to community service and working on behalf of those 
not as fortunate for many community organizations. She has also shown the incredible power of humor to inspire 
others as an emcee of many, many community events. She is incredibly proud of her status as an alumni.” 
 
Smolenski encourages students interested in pursuing political science as a career to go for it. 
 
“I think that it is a situation that you have to believe in yourself, and you really have to put education first,” 
Smolenski said. “I am sure there are people who are very successful and they never have (received) a college 
degree, but the far vast majority of people who are successful have a college degree. 
 
“I am saying that people need to get in the mindset that education is very important. We should take advantage of 
every educational opportunity we have, because there is so much to learn. With being a judge for 24 years, I still 
learn everyday. I say to those students, stay in school, go for the top, study hard, be serious about your school 
work. It is a job…the payoff will be great. Believe in yourself. We all question ourselves a little bit…we are all a little 
hesitant sometimes, especially when we try something new…It is not abnormal to be stressed out when you are a 
student, but find a balance. Have some fun.” 
 
Smolenski said it’s important that everyone does their part to make sure everyone else is being treated equally and 
fairly. 
 
“Truthfully we are a long way from equality in a lot of respects,” Smolenski said. “You have to do your part to make 
sure everyone is treated equally, and fair, and really stick to that.” 
 
As told by Judge Smolenski:  
 
“I made the (basketball) team at the University of Michigan as a walk-on, and they played their games at Crisler 
Arena, which holds about 11,000 screaming Wolverine fans, but for the women’s games in the mid-’70s it held 
about 50 people,” Smolenski said. “Of those 50 people about 35 of them were my family members from Grand 
Rapids…they all came. 
 
“It was my debut playing basketball for the women’s team, and I so wanted to play and to make my family proud. I 
am a real team player, but I was used to starting at Grand Rapids Junior College…so when I got to U of M I was not 
starting. 
 



“We had our maize and blue sweatpants, and our maize and blue jackets (on), and we had leather high top 
converse tennis shoes that we were assigned…It was so fun because it was so exciting to get a free pair of tennis 
shoes. 
 
“When the game started I was not in the game, but I was cheering for my teammates, and after a while the coach 
called in the first player, and that was Sheila, my teammate that was next to me, and she was trying to take her 
sweatpants off, without unzipping the ankles of her sweatpants. She was trying to pull her pants off inside out over 
the those high leather Converse high top tennis shoes, and there was no way her pants were coming off, they were 
getting more and more stuck…the coach is like ‘What is going on?’ she looks down the bench and she sees Sheila in 
this pretzel twisted on the floor, trying to get her pants off, and then all I remember is she yelled, ‘Smolenski!’ 
 
“As soon as I heard my name called, this desire, this determination, this drive just (went through) every pore of my 
being, I just needed to get in that game, and I knew I had to get my pants off before Sheila did, or if I didn’t I was 
not going to get in this game. 
 
“So without a moments hesitation I stood up, I put my hands on my hips, I grabbed my sweatpants, I yanked them 
to the ground as fast as humanly possible, and without realizing it I took my shorts right with them. So my debut at 
the University of Michigan Crisler Arena is me standing there in my underpants with my sweatpants around my 
ankles, and my shorts around my ankles. 
 
“For a second or two I did not realize it, until my family was kind of laughing…then I felt the cool breeze. So I 
quickly pulled my shorts up and ran into the game. 
 
“Whatever it is you are going after, you have to have the desire. You have to really want it. You have to have the 
determination, which is the commitment. You have to have the drive, which is the energy. But you’ve got to keep 
your pants on.” 
 
  



GRCC board member Ryskamp makes $10,810 donation to board candidate’s campaign 
Published Nov. 4, 2014 for the GRCC Collegiate 
URL: http://bit.ly/1FdOVwE  
 
Voters will be electing two new board trustees today in an election that affects every Grand Rapids Community 
College student. One current trustee took a personal interest in financing a candidate with thousands of dollars. 
 
GRCC board of trustee member, Dr. Richard Ryskamp, with his wife Anne, donated $10,810 to candidate James 
Harvey’s campaign. Harvey received the most significant financial support from a current board member, and also 
received the most attention from faculty at GRCC from the candidate forum. 
 
In Kent County elections, individual donations to candidates are limited to $6,800. As a couple they can contribute 
up to $13,600. 
 
Harvey explained that he has known Ryskamp for the past few years. 
 
“I am deeply appreciative of Dr. Ryskamp’s contributions to my campaign and those of his wife,” Harvey said. “As I 
have come to know him…he became aware of the extensive background I have in the community college and in 
higher education nationwide, no one on the board or running for the board even comes close to having that kind 
of expertise and experience.” 
 
“Dr. Ryskamp loves GRCC and wants to see it fulfill its potential, and believes I can help them achieve that end. I 
also happen to share Dr. Ryskamp’s worldview, which we believe is under represented on the board given the 
broad religious community served by GRCC here in the greater Grand Rapids area. I’m thankful for his friendship 
and confidence shown in me by his contributions.” 
 
Ryskamp said he believes Harvey is very qualified to serve on the GRCC board of trustees due to his background in 
education, and his previous experience as the president of Prince George’s Community College in Kettering, 
Maryland. 
 
“No other GRCC trustee or trustee candidate has anything close to these credentials,” Ryskamp said. “I did not 
endorse anybody, I gave a campaign donation. I think his qualifications are enough, they are amazing.” 
 
At the Oct. 21 forum, Harvey’s book, “Letters from Perverse University,” and his general worldview raised many 
questions and concerns from faculty. 
 
Board of trustees member, and candidate for re-election, Debra Bailey, also received $200 from board chairman 
Bert Bleke, in addition to several other small donations from other GRCC community members. 
 
“I think that Dr. Ryskamp is certainly entitled to his point of view,” Bailey said. “He certainly is a tax payer as well in 
Kent County, and that was really his personal decision to use his funds in that manner.” 
 
Bleke said that it is difficult to endorse someone who is running for the board while you are a member of it. 
 
“I would say that when you are board member you need to be thoughtful if you are going endorse anyone,” Bleke 
said. “Just because you are a board member does not mean you forfeit your right to support someone…in the end 
we will all have to work together.” 
 
While the positions are not compensated, the trustees make major decisions that financially impact the college: 
tuition, parking, and budget related matters. 
 
The following candidates will voted on today: 

http://bit.ly/1FdOVwE


 

• Debra Bailey of Grand Rapids, Bailey is currently the Director of Global Corporate relations at Steelcase. 

• Cynthia Bristol of Grand Rapids, Bristol is a retired music professor from GRCC. 

• James Harvey of Caledonia, Harvey is the former president of Prince George’s Community College in 
Kettering, Maryland. 

• Mike Paskewicz of Grand Rapids, Paskewicz is currently the superintendent of Northview Public Schools. 
 

Any registered voter in the Kent Intermediate School District is able to vote for the GRCC board member election. 
 
A full list of polling locations can be found here. 
 
  



Two GRCC students cast in Civic’s Theater’s ‘Les Misérables’ 
Published Feb. 20, 2014 for the GRCC Collegiate 
URL: http://bit.ly/2sKpK9r  
 
There’s no denying the popularity of Grand Rapids Civic Theater’s production of “Les Misérables.” Auditions 
attracted actors by the hundreds, and shows started selling out before a cast was selected. 
 
More than 375 people auditioned, but only 50 were offered roles in the musical. Two Grand Rapids Community 
College music students were among the chosen group. Robbie Ellis, 20, of Ada, and Joshua Regan, 20, of Byron 
Center both made the cast. 
 
The show’s co-director, Bruce Tinker, said that it is a rare event to have this many people interested in auditioning 
and attending a show so far in advance. 
 
“It’s a terrific cast, amazing voices, beautiful music that works so emotionally… sets and the lighting are going to be 
beautiful,” Tinker said. “It’s really going to be a tremendous event.” 
 
Ellis said that of the shows he had auditioned for at Civic, “Les Misérables” was the biggest he had ever attempted. 
 
“At callbacks, it was very narrowed down at that point…it was competitive, but it was a lot of fun,” he said. 
 
Regan auditioned for the show while he was juggling many other things at the same time. 
 
“I was playing Rolf in “The Sound of Music” at Civic, as I was doing my finals at GRCC, and trying to prepare for an 
audition, all in the same day, same week, same month. That was tiring, but it was exciting, too. It’s exhilarating to 
try out for a show.” 
 
Dr. Stephen Barton, GRCC’s director of choral activities was quite excited to have two students from the music 
program in Civic’s show. 
 
“Students have to have a lot of maturity to be able handle both their music education and experiences outside of 
the classroom,” Barton said. 
 
What drew Ellis into auditioning for “Les Misérables” was “the grittiness of it….and the emotion behind it.” 
 
The phenomenal music made Regan want to audition. 
 
“I think that is why so many people love it, because the music (from “Les Misérables”) is some of the best in 
musical theatre,” he said. “Among the musical theater crowd, it’s the pinnacle…to the community and to those 
who know the story, there is so much depth.” 
 
Ellis enjoys being a member of the ensemble because of all the different characters he gets to play during the 
course of the show. Even with 50 members in the cast, there are many little parts to needed to make up each 
scene of the show. 
 
Both said rehearsals are quite fast-paced and challenging. 
 
“It is hard because you get so much information at once,” Ellis said. “You are blocking, singing, dancing, and 
memorizing, all at the same time. Putting all those things together at once in a rehearsal process can get pretty 
difficult.” 
 

http://bit.ly/2sKpK9r


Regan did research on his character, Jean Prouvaire, to better help himself get into character. 
 
“He is the poetic one who is a little more romantically inclined than all the rest of the guys in the show, but he is 
very patriotic as well,” he said. “He is a student, a follower…but he is politically informed.” 
 
Regan appreciates the value of his experiences with the music department at GRCC in the past year, too. 
 
“I recognize that GRCC has a fantastic music program,” Regan said. “I think a lot of times it is looked at as just a 
community college, but they have done a spectacular job of pulling together a wonderful team of professors and 
doctors that can really teach the information.” 
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